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provide for them and their caregivers a sense 
of accountability. And we should not expect 
veterans to complete this arduous journey 
alone. 

This bill will hold accountable the three fed-
eral departments most directly involved in 
homeless assistance for veterans: Veterans’ 
Affairs, Labor, and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. These agencies need to help home-
less veterans make a transition to self-reli-
ance; my bill urges them, and in some cases 
requires them, to cooperate more fully to ad-
dress the problem of homelessness among 
veterans. 

The bill improves and expands VA’s home-
less grant and per diem program. Recipients 
of these funds are contributing substantially to 
the fulfillment of this bill’s objective: to reduce 
homelessness and provide for the specialty 
needs of homeless veterans. The initiative I 
am introducing authorizes higher funding for 
the program. It also provides a new mecha-
nism for setting the per diem payment so that 
it will be adjusted regularly. Finally, it elimi-
nates some of the intricate accounting proce-
dures associated with the receipt of the pay-
ment. 

It is important that any investment produced 
at taxpayers’ expense to help homeless vet-
erans must do the job for which it is intended, 
or those funds should be returned to the gov-
ernment and put to better use. The existing 
law requires grant recipients to submit plans, 
specifications, and specific timetables for im-
plementation of their programs. If the grant re-
cipients cannot meet these obligations, the 
United States should be entitled to recover the 
total of unused amounts provided in the grant. 
My bill would thus bring greater accountability 
to VA’s program to help homeless veterans. 

Working is the key to helping homeless vet-
erans rejoin American society, but this is a 
process that begins with quality medical care 
and other supportive services including coun-
seling and transitional housing. The Depart-
ment of Labor’s Homeless Veterans Re-
integration Program was designed to put 
homeless veterans back into the labor force. 
The Secretary of Labor has the authority to 
determine appropriate job training, counseling, 
and placement services to aid the transition of 
homeless veterans back into the labor force. 

This bill makes support services available to 
veterans in need. As homeless veterans begin 
to make a transition back into the labor force 
the respective departments must make avail-
able essential services to help these veterans. 
For example, the bill urges the Secretary of 
Veterans’ Affairs to increase contracts with 
community agencies for representative payee 
services to help some of these homeless vet-
erans manage their own personal funds and 
thereby avoid poor choices some of them 
have made that lead to personal catastrophe. 
The entity acting as a representative on the 
veteran’s behalf can work with care providers 
of the Veterans’ Health Administration and 
other parties to a veteran’s reintegration to en-
sure that government funds are used appro-
priately to help the veteran be reestablished in 
society. 

As I indicated, prevention of homelessness 
among veterans is an important objective of 
this bill. This should certainly include veterans 
transitioning from institutional settings who are 

at risk for homelessness. As I indicated and 
as we well know, many homeless veterans 
have been in jail or in prison. I believe we 
need to consider making provision for the par-
ticular services incarcerated veterans need, 
and begin providing them before they are re-
leased from these institutions into society. The 
bill includes a demonstration program to test 
the prevention hypothesis within the institu-
tionalized veteran population, at 6 demonstra-
tion sites, one of which will be a Bureau of 
Prisons facility. The purpose of this program is 
to provide incarcerated veterans with informa-
tion, referral and counseling with respect to 
job training and placement, housing, health 
care, and other needs determined necessary 
to assist the veteran in the transition from in-
stitutional living to civil life. 

Also, Mr. Speaker, some programs with very 
high success rates have been growing on their 
own, basically without government interven-
tion. One such program that comes to mind is 
the ‘‘Oxford House’’ concept. In this model, a 
group of recovering alcoholics determined to 
stay sober band together to rent a residential 
property. Oxford House, Inc., provides earnest 
money deposits, and the rest is up to the indi-
viduals to govern their own lives and run their 
own homes. This program has been highly ef-
fective, and now there are over 800 Oxford 
Houses nationwide. The bill authorizes a small 
demonstration project to provide housing as-
sistance to veterans in group houses with 
similar goals of self-govemance. This bill au-
thorizes the Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs to 
make grants up to $5,000 for the purpose of 
subsidizing housing for veterans who present 
this need. Elements of the Department of Vet-
erans’ Affairs recently have helped sponsor 20 
such houses. My bill will provide for 50 more 
in fiscal year 2003 and an additional 50 
houses in fiscal year 2004. This is a model 
worth exploring. 

Mr. Speaker, these are the highlights of my 
bill, the ‘‘Homeless Veterans Assistance Act of 
2001.’’ I believe the bill will accomplish very 
important goals. It will provide needed assist-
ance to homeless veterans, lift them to a sus-
tainable level that will prevent them from re-
turning to a state of homelessness, and help 
them to become self-sufficient individuals who 
are accountable for their own actions. This bill 
will also hold all grant and contract recipients 
accountable for performing their promised 
services in exchange for government invest-
ments, and promote a greater opportunity to 
work across departments to provide the best 
possible service for our Nation’s homeless vet-
erans. It also sponsors innovative approaches 
at prevention of homelessness in high-risk 
groups within the veteran population. 

These are good purposes on which I believe 
we can all agree, Mr. Speaker, so I am very 
pleased to offer this bill to the House. On be-
half of homeless veterans who need these 
services, I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

A TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM E. LEON-

ARD, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 

TRANSPORTATION LEADER 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, it is 
a privilege for me to bring to your attention the 
great life and great works of William E. Leon-
ard. Bill is an old friend and one of the true 
community leaders of San Bernardino County. 
He will culminate a 30-year career guiding 
California’s transportation system with the 
opening next month of what is probably the 
state’s last major freeway: The Foothill Free-
way. 

The life blood of any community that hopes 
to succeed and grow are leaders who will step 
forward and commit their energy, time and 
personal resources to the goals of that com-
munity. Over the years, San Bernardino Coun-
ty has had relatively few leaders who have 
had the vision to see how the entire region 
might work together, and the courage to push 
that vision toward success. 

Bill Leonard has been right at the point of 
able responsible leadership for all of San 
Bernardino County. For most of my three dec-
ades in public life, I have worked with Bill 
Leonard to improve the economy and quality 
of life for the residents of the Inland Empire. 
Although he never sought elected office, Mr. 
Leonard has been one of the region’s—indeed 
the entire state’s—most influential leaders on 
transportation. 

After rising to the rank of First Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army in 1946, Mr. Leonard joined his 
father at the Leonard Realty and Building 
Company in his hometown San Bernardino. 
He was active in many construction projects 
throughout the area, and soon began his pub-
lic service career as a member of the state 
Athletic Commission in 1956. 

San Bernardino County had already estab-
lished a statewide reputation for powerful high-
way planners. Local leaders like publisher 
James Guthrie and grocer Milton Sage, who 
served on the California Highway Commission, 
helped set the standard that allowed the state 
to create one of the best road systems in the 
nation. William Leonard carried on that tradi-
tion as a member of the state highway com-
mission from 1973 to 1977, and on its suc-
cessor, the California Transportation Commis-
sion, from 1985 to 1993. He was chairman of 
that commission in 1990-91. He is still a mem-
ber of the HighSpeed Rail Authority. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that a strong family 
life is the most important factor in a person’s 
success in life. Bill and Bobbi Leonard created 
a family environment that emphasized a com-
mitment to personal integrity and public serv-
ice, and this is evident in the lives of their chil-
dren. Daughter Christene is an elementary 
school teacher in San Bernardino; son Fred 
retired after a distinguished 20-year career in 
the U.S. Air Force. And William Leonard Jr. 
has been a highly-respected member of the 
California Assembly and State Senate for the 
past 23 years, serving as minority leader in 
both chambers and providing another genera-
tion of strong community leadership for the In-
land Empire. 
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Bill Leonard has shown his commitment to 

action in many ways: He is a board member 
of the National Orange Show and many hos-
pital, university and community groups. He 
has received a number of prestigious awards. 
But he will soon be recognized for his greatest 
contribution—to ensure the area’s roads meet 
the needs of our citizens. The Legislature has 
voted to name the interchange of Interstate 15 
and the new Foothill Freeway as the William 
E. Leonard Interchange. It is a fitting memorial 
to a man who spent his life working for the 
citizens of the Inland Empire and California, 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him on a career of outstanding 
public service. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LIFE RESOURCES 

NETWORK

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend Life Resources Network for it’s excellent 
accomplishments in social services that pro-
vide women with life affirming alternatives to 
abortion. Over 1,370,000 children, or one 
quarter of all pregnancies, are aborted each 
year. While many mothers and fathers want to 
raise their children, they often feel that abor-
tion is their only viable option. 

The mission of Life Resources Network is to 
solve underlying social issues that lead to un-
intended pregnancies and the societal pres-
sures that compel both men and women to 
abort their children. This non-profit organiza-
tion is operated by more than 100 volunteers 
that have logged over 1,370 hours. These vol-
unteers focus on distributing the Women’s Re-
source Guide in order to connect women with 
services that can enhance their lives and the 
lives of their children. This guide is a directory 
of services offering information on housing, 
adoption services, medical care, employment, 
birth preparation, and many other valuable re-
sources. 

From January 2000 to May 2001, Life Re-
sources Network was able to educate 108,000 
people through an active Speaker’s Bureau 
and Media Outreach. The bureau covered top-
ics including human life development, post- 
abortion trauma and abortion alternatives and 
also equipped teenagers with the facts about 
pregnancy, pregnancy outcomes and preg-
nancy prevention. 

Life Resources Network has shown remark-
able progress in uniting individuals, busi-
nesses, and organizations of different philoso-
phies and working together to build a society 
that offers affirming solutions that elevate 
women and improve the lives of their children. 
I would like to personally thank the manage-
ment and all of the many volunteers at Life 
Resources for their exemplary efforts to foster 
a community that promotes healthy choices for 
women and a healthy environment for their 
children. 

POST-ABORTION DEPRESSION 

RESEARCH AND CARE ACT 

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today, I introduced 
the Post-Abortion Depression Research and 
Care Act, a bill to provide hope and healing 
for the more than 35 million women in this 
country who have had abortions in the past 
twenty-eight years. 

The Post-Abortion Depression Research 
and Care Act will direct federal funding for the 
research of post-abortion depression and the 
development of successful treatments for 
emotional distress in post-abortive women. 

I have been working on this legislation be-
cause I believe that it is a travesty that more 
work has not been done to support women 
who have chosen to have an abortion. We 
cannot simply abandon these women. Be-
cause of the emotional issues that often sur-
round a woman’s decision to have an abor-
tion, many women are reluctant to even talk 
about their experiences. Some women don’t 
come to terms with the emotional impact of 
their abortion until years later. I believe that in-
creased research on post-abortion depression 
will lead to a greater awareness of this issue 
and the development of compassionate out-
reach and counseling programs to help post- 
abortive women. 

We already know much about the psycho-
logical impact of giving birth and of 
miscarrying, and yet much remains to be dis-
covered about post-abortion depression. Why 
should women who choose to have an abor-
tion be given any less care and concern than 
women who give birth or women miscarry? 
Post-abortive women deserve equal treatment. 

While there is some disagreement among 
researchers as to the extent and substance of 
post-abortion emotional response, everyone 
agrees that the decision to have an abortion is 
fraught with emotion. It only makes sense, 
then, to continue to explore the psychological 
impact of abortion on women. 

I urge my colleagues to support post-abor-
tive women by cosponsoring the Post-Abortion 
Depression Research and Care Act. Let’s not 
let politics get in the way of good mental 
health care for women. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANDREA RAVINETT 

MARTIN

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Andrea Ravinett Martin, an extraor-
dinary leader, a national treasure and a great 
friend. 

Andrea Martin is the founder, the Executive 
Director and the living soul of The Breast Can-
cer Fund, a national public trust nonprofit es-
tablished to innovate and accelerate our na-
tion’s response to breast cancer. 

A native of Memphis, Tennessee, Andrea 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Newcomb 

College of Tulane University in New Orleans 
and went on to earn a Masters degree in 
French before moving to San Francisco, Cali-
fornia in 1969. Three years later, she entered 
law school at the University of California 
Hastings and began a career in litigation 
which would last until 1980, at which point, 
Andrea opened a Memphis-style barbeque 
restaurant called Hog Heaven. Years later, 
having sold the popular San Francisco estab-
lishment, Andrea participated as a fellow in 
the Coro Foundation’s City-Focus program, a 
year-long training program in civic leadership. 
In May 1988, Andrea, the proud mother of her 
daughter Mather, married her second hus-
band, Richard Gelernter. 

Just eight months after their wedding day— 
and two weeks after losing her sister-in-law to 
breast cancer—Andrea discovered a seven 
centimeter invasive tumor in her right breast. 
Told she had a 40 percent chance of survival 
and less then five years to live, Andrea Martin 
underwent six rounds of chemotherapy, a 
mastectomy, six weeks of radiation, and a 
final eight rounds of another chemotherapy 
protocol. Just one month after the completion 
of her treatment in 1990, Andrea went back to 
work, joining Dianne Feinstein’s campaign for 
governor of California. Two months into the 
campaign, however, the nightmare returned, 
when Andrea discovered a tiny lump in her re-
maining breast. Just as quickly as before, she 
opted for a mastectomy and returned to work 
two weeks later. 

Throughout both her personal and profes-
sional life, Andrea Martin has consistently 
strived to transform her personal adversity into 
a triumph for humankind. While working for 
Feinstein, Andrea also began raising money to 
combat breast cancer, organizing a series of 
events and activities to heighten awareness 
and increase funding for the prevention and 
treatment of this devastating disease. 

In October 1992, Andrea Martin founded the 
Breast Cancer Fund, a national public trust 
nonprofit that has grown and become one of 
the preeminent organizations nationwide dedi-
cated to fighting breast cancer. The Fund op-
erates through a wide variety of activities to 
raise awareness and new sources of funding 
for cutting-edge projects in breast cancer re-
search, education, advocacy and patient sup-
port. 

Andrea works full time directing the Fund 
and traveling across the country to give talks 
and to consult with researchers, health care 
providers and breast cancer organizations. A 
reliable and expert source on breast cancer 
prevention and treatment, Andrea Martin is 
frequently called upon by Members of Con-
gress as well as state and local governments 
to share her insights and counsel on major 
public policy endeavors. A member of the Ex-
ternal Advisory Board to the Breast Cancer 
SPORE at the University of California in San 
Francisco, Andrea also serves on numerous 
advisory committees to the California Division 
of the American Cancer Society. 

In addition to her Breast Cancer Fund activi-
ties, Andrea Martin has an extraordinary his-
tory of accomplishments, honors and achieve-
ments. She’s a model of courage for the thou-
sands of women who are diagnosed each 
year with breast cancer. In 1995, Andrea 
joined 16 fellow breast cancer survivors in 
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